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Governor 
names state 
police 
search, 
committee 


TRENTON Governor 
James E. McGreevey recently 
announced the creation of a ten- 
member search committee whose 
members include a former gover- 
nor and-a prominent Newark 
minister for, the purpose of 
selecting a new Superintendent 
for the New Jersey State Police. 

State Police Superintendent 
Joseph Santiago resigned after a 
turbulent seven-month tenure, 
amid allegations that the top 
police officer was close to mob 
figures. The former Newark 
Police Director entered his posi- 
tion with a mandate to reform a 
state Police Department that is 
plagued with charges of racial 
profiling. Santiago who was 
opposed by the rank and file 
police union.members. since his 

ary, 
the “good old boys network” 
forced him out of the job. 

News of a federal investiga- 
tion into Santiago’s behavior, 
going back to 1998, surfaced last 
June, and Santiago demanded 
that his investigators torn over 
internal reports to him. The 
Governor said publicly that he 
supported Santiago, however his 
resignation was accepted the next 
day and Frederick Madden was 
named - the Acting 
Superintendent. 

In naming the search com- 
mittee to replace Santiago, 
Governor McGreevey said, “I am 
grateful to each member of the 
committee who has agreed to 
assist me in searching to identify 
the strongest and most capable 


candidate to serve as the 
Superintendent of the New 
Jemsey state “Police” “the 


Governor said. “With the hard 
work of each committee member 
this State will identify a 
Superintendent by January 15, 
2003.” z 

Former Governor Brendan T. 
Byrne, and the Rev. DrMoses 
William Howard, senior pastor of, 
Bethany Baptist Church in 
Newark were among the ten 
members named to the search 
committed. The other members 
esda <L- Castro, the 
Commissioner of the N.J. 
Department of Personnel; James . 


See POLICE, Page 7 


NJ voters focus on U.S. Senate race’s national impact 


By M. Scheryl Gant 


NEWARK — As the last 
weeks of the turnabout New 
Jersey U.S. Senate race draws 
near, the Democratic and 
Republican candidates are turn- 
ing up the heat on the broad 
issues of gun control, abortion, 
the environment, social security 
and prescription drugs, in one 
of the nation’s most closely 
watched campaigns that will 
hinge on voter turnout in a run 
for a seat that will have pro- 
found national impact. 

On a personal level, 
Republican candidate, busi- 
nessman and former West 
Windsor mayor Douglas 
Forrester is under attack for his 
seemingly shallow grasp of the 
issues and refusal to release his 
income tax documents, while 
the age of former U.S. Senator 


U.S. Senate candidate Frank L 


_ ON photo by Scheryl Gant 
berg with H 


Frank Lautenberg, 75, now that 
“the Torricelli factor” has been 
removed, and the number of 
scheduled debates is a frequent 
topic of criticism from the 
Republicans. Nationally, how- 
ever, the Democratic Party is 


Pror 


trying to call attention to voting ` 


problems that threaten to result 
in a recreation of the fiasco that 
occurred in the 2000 presiden- 
tial election. 

Although the polls show 
Lautenberg as leading 


Forrester, a wealthy pharma- 
ceutical industry executive by 
as few as seven points last 
Friday, the two candidates are 
hammering at each other as 
they criss-cross the state. 
Upsets at the polls is not new 
here is New Jersey, where 
Republican Thomas Kean beat 
incumbent Governor James 
Florio by 1,677 votes in 1981. 

Figures released by state 
election officials indicate a 
more than one percent increase 
in registered voters since last 
year. There are now 4,655,852 
registered voters, which is 
57,946 more than last year. The 
increase in voters is highly 
important, following a court 
ordered purge last year of 
113,000 voters who had not 
voted in years, were dead, or 


See SENATE, Page 7 


McGreevey convenes Smart Growth Summit 


TRENTON — Speaking at 
the. Smart -Growth Summit he 
conve ) address’ critical 
quality of life issues. Governor 
James E. McGreevey recently 
unveiled major initiatives to 
fulfill the goals of Smart 
Growth by freeing up funding 
for the cleanup and redevelop- 
ment of brownfields and pro- 
tecting critical drinking water 
sources. 

“As people who live and 
work in New Jersey, we spend 
too much time in our cars, stuck 
in traffic and. separated from 
our families,” the Governor 
began in a speech at the 
Summit. 

“Drivers in New Jersey 
loose 261 million hours a year 
to congestion — an average of 
45 hours per driver. The cost to 
our economy is even more dra- 
matic — $7.3 billion annually, 
including $4.7 billion in lost 
time and $400 million in lost 
fuel.” 

“We must concentrate our 
efforts in three key areas.” said 
McGreevey, “We must stop 
subsidizing sprawl, we must 
focus on redevelopment. and 
we must regulate smarter. So 
we encourage growth where we 
want it and ‘discourage it where 
we'don’t.” 

During his address, the 
Governor announced that New 
Jersey will provide: additional 
incentives for the cleanup of 
contaminated sites for residen- 
tial development under A-2437, 


“Under the 


Commerce and 
Economic Growth 
Commission, we 
must strengthen our 
efforts to retain and 
recruit jogs but 
also be concerned 
about where those 
job opportunities 
are located .” 


— Gov. James E. McGreevey 
which he signed into Taw Jast 
week. The law will authorize 
the state to reimburse residen- 
tial developers for up to 75 per- 
cent of the costs of brownfields 
remediation. In the past, rede- 
velopment agreements have 
mostly been used for commer- 
cial or mixed-use projects; this 
law will spur residential devel- 
opment of brownfields sites. 
To help remediate the thou- 
sands of underground storage 
tanks around the State, gover- 
nor McGreevey urged the State 
Legislature to amend the 
Underground Storage Tank 
Finance Act to increase its flex- 
ibility and unlock surplus 
funds. The Governor encour- 
aged the Legislature to pass a 
Constitutional amendment — 
to be placed on the November 
2003 ballot — allowing those 


funds to be used for brown- 
fields redevelopment loans and 
grants. This represents approx- 
imately $82.4 million that 
would be used for underground 
storage tank remediation and 
for brownfields site remedia- 
tion. 

In addition, governor 
McGreevey announced that he 
will direct the Economic 
Development Authority to cre- 
ate a new $10 million pre- 
development loan program to 
provide critical gap financing 
for brownfields projects. 

“In the past, redevelopment 
agreements have mostly been 
used for commercial or mix-use 
projects. this new law will spur 
residential development of 
brownfields sites while we 
maintain cleanup standards 
appropriate for their use,” the 
Governor said. 

Governor McGreevey also 
followed through on his com- 
mitment to protect 15 “high 
quality .waters” covering 
approximately 2000 stream and 
reservoir miles. On Earth Day, 
Governor McGreevey 
announced a proposal ta 
strengthen protection for nine 
drinking water reservoirs and 
six river and stream segments 
as the start of a broader initia- 
tive to provide New Jersey res- 
ident with clean and plentiful 
water. 

During the Summit, he for- 
mally announced the historic 
package of regulations that will 


protect these drinking water 
sources. Under these new reg- 
ulations, the state will be able 
to heighten the protection of 
waterways in order to protect 
drinking water, or to protect 
habitants for endangered 
species. 

“The series of initiatives we 
are launching today will ensure 
that New Jersey grows in accor- 
dance with Smart Growth prin- 
ciples,” said McGreevey. “The 
steps we are taking today will 
stimulate redevelopment, clean 
up our brownfields and protect 
our precious natural resources.” 

Governor McGreevey also 
discussed other steps the State 
is taking to grow in accordance 
with Smart Growth principles, 
such as taking a fix-it-first 
approach to the State's trans- 
portation infrastructure, pro- 
moting transit villages, restor- 
ing statewide capital planning, 
and developing implementation 
guidelines. for the School 
Renaissance Zone initiative. 
This initiative, based on sound 
planning principles, will use 
existing State program 
resources to leverage private 
sector investment to revitalize 
neighborhoods surrounding 
newly constructed -schools in 
targeted districts. 

“For the past ten years, 
New Jersey has been spending 
an average of 20 percent of its 
transportation capital budget on 
new roads. This year, we have 


See SUMMIT, Page 7 


Have an observation you want to share? 


Send it to: Curious Observer 
City News, 111 Mulberry St., TH-C Newark, NJ 07102 
Or email it to: Editorial @ Citynewsnetwork.com 


Recipient of the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation: Essex 
County College student Sherri 
Smith, a resident of East 
Orange, was recently awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship. Smith is 
a member of Essex County 
College Phi Theta Kappa col- 
lege honor society, a Liberal 
Arts major and plans to trans- 
fer to Rutgers-Newark or NYU 
after graduating from Essex. 
She was elected to the one- 
year term earlier this year. 


You teach her to look both ways. 


# 


~ You teach her not to talk to strangers, 


Crry News / Crry PEOPLE 


Curious Observer 


There is an old saying, put your money where your mouth is, and when it comes to black owned 
media outlets and the large black community, how many politicians are doing that? 

True, poli ns visit a few large African American churches, but how many of them spend sig- 
nificant advertising, promotion and salary dollars to get out the black vote? Don't forget, today $15 
million may be spent on national office campaigns, and at least $1 million will be spent on the local 
elections. My observation is that politicians spend the money with white owned newspapers, radio 
and television stations knowing that they will reach black voters through those outlets. 

Similarly African Americans, are so deprived of high level decision making representation with- 
in political camps, that we get excited over one or two appointments — even to low level or tempo- 
rary positions, when the truth is that lone fly can not speak out with the strength needed to make the 
ointment soothe needs of millions of African Americans. 

This financial strategy works well for the politician, because they get a lot of bang — good will, 
favorable appearance and concrete votes — with almost no dollar investment in black owned enti- 
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_ ties. The question is where is the trickle down? Baby needs a college, and grad school education, 


papa needs 401K contributions, and mama needs reliable transportation to a good paying job. 


Still, we have reengineered this nation with our votes. Candidates who ignore blacks during the 
campaign season, send a message to constituents who supports longer prison sentences over better 


schools, and suburban recreation outlets over urban economic 
development programs. If you can't find a candidate to vote for, 
then vote against the candidate who has none of your best inter- 
ests at heart. Someone will be elected, and have the chance to 
affect your life daily. When you don’t vote, you hand the elec- 
tion over to the candidate who the voting majority selected. 


The New Jersey Office of Information Technology (NJOIT) 
recently celebrated National Disability Mentoring Day: 
Volunteers from NJOIT mentored citizens who have disabilities 
including visual impairment, hearing impairment, and cerebral 
palsy. Berkeley Heights resident Tienwei Liu (c) was among 
the participants during the event. Liu is seen here receiving 
his certificate from NJOIT Chief Technology Officer Steve 
Dawson. Liu also attends New Jersey Institute of Technology. 


Recipient of the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation: Essex 
County College (ECC) stu- 
dent Tricia Maurice, a resi- 
dent of Irvington, is another 
recipient of a $1,000 scholar- 
ship from the Coca-Cola 
Two-Year Colleges 
Scholarship Program. An 
Accounting major, Maurice is 
also president of the Phi 
Theta Kappa chapter at ECC, 
the two-year honor society. 
The scholarship program is 
funded through the Joseph 
B. Whitehead Foundation. 


You have an endless supply of lessons to teach. Have you gotten to the one about drinking? 


When the time is right, there’s a booklet that can help. It’s called Let’s Talk. Get your free 
copy by calling 1-800-MILLER-6 or by downloading it at www.millerbrewing.com. 


= 2001 Miller Brewing Company, Milwaukee, Wi 


Live Responsibly Sgu? 
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Serving the Area 
for over 28 years 


861 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623-4777 
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Briefs 


U.S. EYES TIES WITH 
AFRICAN OIL NATION 


NEW YORK (GIN) — Sao 
Tome, a small isiand just off 
the west African coast may 
become the next major oil 
supplier for the United States. 

Reports have been circu- 
lating in oil business and 
diplomatic circles for more 
than a year now that the 
United States is considering 
the strategically located Sao 
Tome, a pinprick in the ocean 
with a population of just 
140,000 people. 


COALITION ASSAILS 
ELECTION REFORM 


WASHINGTON — The 
Leadership Conference on 
Civil Rights (LCCR), the 
nation’s oldest and most 
diverse civil rights coalition, 
says the U.S. Senate’s 
“agreement on election 
reform contains a number of 
badly needed improvements, 
but it takes several steps 
backwards...” 

The final version of H.R. 
3295 “will cause chaos at the 
polls, and that will not only 
make it easier to discriminate, 
but for some Americans, also 
make it harder to vote,” says 
Wade Henderson, executive 
director of the LCCR. 


CLINTON BLACK HALL 
OF FAME INDUCTEE 


(NNPA) — Former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton recently 
became an honorary member 
into the Arkansas Black Hall 
of Fame. The induction is in 
honor of Clinton’s appoint- 
ments of African Americans 
into high levels of state and 
federal government and his 
efforts to confront AIDS in 
Africa and the Caribbean, 
according to a spokesman for 
the organization. Dr. Edith 
Irby Jones, the first black 
graduate of the University of 
Arkansas, College of 
Medicine, and singer Al 
Green were also inducted. 


CRACKER BARREL 
BIAS SUIT TOSSED 


(NNPA) — A federal judge 
in the Northern District of 
Georgia has denied class- 
action status to a $100 dis- 
crimination lawsuit against 
the Cracker Barrel Old 
Country Store Ine. 

U.S. Circuit Court Judge 
Harold Turner ruled that the 
discrimination suit couldn’t 
include an extra 40 separate 
plaintiffs along with the 
NAACP. The suit alleged that 
Black customers were sub- 
jected to racial slurs and 
served food taken from the 
trash. 


Election will show if whites support black candidates 


By Hazel Trice Edney 
NNPA Washington Correspondent 


This is the third of series of articles 
on the 2002 election. 


WASHINGTON (NNPA) 
Lucy Billingsley is a staunch 
Republican, who worked hard 
for the election of George W. 
Bush; but Billingsley, the 
daughter of Texas real estate 
tycoon Trammell Crow, a major 
Republican donor, has jumped 
ship. 

She is supporting Ron Kirk, 
the Democrat, in the general 
election over John Cornyn for 
whom Bush is working hard. “I 
believe in the same things that 
he believes in,” Billingsley 
says, referring to Kirk. “I want 
a leader who is a leader among 
men. The question in Dallas is 
not a question of race. You're 
either going to go with the 
party or the man. I want to go 
beyond the party.” 

If Kirk, who is running 
slightly ahead of Cornyn in the 
polls, is to become the third 
black U. S. senator since 
Reconstruction and the first 
from Texas, he will need lots of 
supporters like Billingsley — 
whites who are willing to vote 
for qualified black candidates. 

With more than 9,000 black 
elected officials across the 
United States (31 hold 


— Photo courtesy of NNPA 


Ron Kirk, Texas U.S. Senate 
Candidate. 
statewide offices), there are no 
black governors and no blacks 
in the 100-member U. S. 
Senate. This is largely because 
many white voters are reluctant 
to vote for black candidates. 
“Although an overwhelm- 
ing majority of whites indicate 
that they would have no prob- 
lem voting for a qualified black 
candidate running for president 
of the United States, fully 25 
percent of whites indicated that 
they would not vote for such a 
candidate,” pollster Keith 
Reeves writes in his book 
“Voting Hopes or Fears?” The 
25 percent figure may be low. 
The challenge for black 
candidates, according to former 
Virginia Gov. L. Douglas 
Wilder, is “how best to go 


about presenting yourself in an 
atmosphere that is not dominat- 
ed by your race. You don’t 
want them to vote for you 
because of your race nor 
against you because of your 
race. The key is resonation. 
You’re trying to win the confi- 
dence of the people.” 

In another closely watched 
race, H. Carl McCall, who was 
elected twice as state comptrol- 
ler in New York, is hoping to 
step up to become governor. 

Wilder observes, “There’s 
no such thing as a liberal state. 
Where is it? They [McCall and 
Kirk] have got to continue to 
grind and grind.” 

Although it’s difficult for 
blacks to win statewide, it’s not 
impossible. Eleven African- 
Americans sought statewide 
office in 2000—eight 
Democrats and three 
Republicans—and four won. 

A problem contributing to 
the defeats is the lack of accu- 
rate polling data that would 
allow black candidates to adjust 
their message during the cam- 
paign. 

If an African-American ora 
white person answers the phone 
and thinks he or she is talking 
to an interviewer of the other 
race, they may give a very dif- 
ferent answer than if they 
thought théy were talking to an 
interviewer of the same race, 


— Photo courtesy of NNPA 


H. Carl McCall, New York 
gubernatorial candidate. 

says Reeves, the political scien- 
tist. Whether accurate or not, 
Kirk is ahead of Cornyn by 8 
percent, with a 3.5 percent mar- 
gin of error, according to a poll 
by the University of Houston’s 
Center for Public Policy. And 
McCall is trailing Pataki by 11 
points among likely voters, 
with a 5 percent margin of 
error, according to a poll by 
“The New York Times.” 

Kirk and McCall trail their 
white counterparts in fundrais- 
ing. Kirk has raised $5.2 mil- 
lion, which is $700,000 less 
than Cornyn. McCall has raised 
only $12 million or $28 million 
less than Pataki. Both candi- 
dates hope not to be trailing 
their opponent when the ballots 
are counted. 


Age old 


quest: 
Get out 
the vote 


The National Council of 
Negro Women is “urging 
women to not only vote them- 
selves, but to urge at least five 
other persons to do the same,” 
says Dorothy I. Height, presi- 
dent of the National Council 
of Negro Women. 

That get out the vote strat- 
egy grew out of the “Arrive 
with Five!” campaign, spon- 
sored by People for the 
American Way (PFAW), 
which bolstered -the Black 
vote in Florida by 15 percent 
in 2000. Election Protection 
activities will include visiting 
the sick and shut-in with vot- 
ing information, distributing 
absentee ballots, churches 
sponsoring sound trucks on 
Election Day and providing 
rides to the polls. 

The National Coalition on 
Black Voter Participation and 
PFAW also have initiated a 
“Know Your Rights/Election 
Protection” program that will 
provide Election Day poll 
watchers and lawyers in 21 
states. In addition, a lawyers’ 
hotline will be available. 


W 


Paid for by the Democratic National Committee 
www.democrats.org 


On November 5th help Democrats fight for equality and opportunity for all Americars 
If you are a registered voter you have the power to make a difference 
The law says you can vote. And don't let anyone tell you otherwise 


On Election Day, If you have a problem voting call toll-free 


1-866(V0TE-411 
8683 


Vote ; 
Democratic 


“Empower yourself. Your right to vote can be protected when you know your rights.” Terry McAuliffe, Chair of the DNC 
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Editorial 
We endorse Lautenberg, 
Payne, and Divencenzo 


It is not even a contest to list why we believe the choices for 
New Jersey in the U.S. Senate race, U.S. Congress, and Essex 
County Executive are no brainers. 

The issue in each of these races — as our economy ravaged 
nation is under threat of a war that will undoubtedly lead to 
another catastrophic attack and Essex County is facing a mas- 
sive budget deficit — is experienced elected officials know the 
social, political, and economic territory extremely well. 

To that end we endorse former U.S. Senator Frank 
Lautenberg for the U.S. Senate, Congressman Donald Payne for 
the U.S. House of Representatives, and Freeholder President 
Donald DiVincenzo for Essex County Executive. 

Mr. Douglas Forrester, a former mayor and wealthy busi- 
nessman, is to be commended for his willingness to give 
Republican voters in New Jersey a candidate to vote for. For a 
while Mr. Forrester was doing well in the polls, and it looked as 
if the Democratic stronghold on the New Jersey U.S. Senate seat 
was going to'be broken. Without a strong public record, without 
giving voters a reason to vote for him, and without the Torricelli 
ethics platform to stand on, Mr. Forrester’s campaign has lost 
ground on a daily basis once Senator Lautenberg entered the 
race, and is running on his accomplishments during his 18 years 
in the Senate. 

In the race for the U.S. House of Representatives, we support 
Democratic Congressman Donald Payne for an eighth term 
because of his proven leadership, performance and commitment 
to the citizens of Essex County. Congressman Payne, who also 
became the Essex County Democratic Chairman last June, has 
made great strides in uniting the local party. He consistently 
receives high marks for his domestic and foreign accomplish- 
ments. 

In the local race for leadership as Essex County Executive, 
we handily endorse Freeholder Board president Joseph 

DiVincenzo, a Democrat, who is Challenged by. first time 
Republican candidate Candace Straight. ~ === n 

It is our belief that Ms. Straight failed to connect with the 
voters, especially voters in Newark, East Orange, and Irvington. 
Instead she conducted an opportunity campaign by rallying vot- 
ers in the smaller townships in an attack against the arena proj- 
ect. The perception her candidacy created is not flattering for 
someone seeking the leadership in a county that must strike an 
effective budget balance between the communities that have and 
those that do not have. 

Mr. DiVincenzo, on the other hand, has been a freeholder 
since 1990, and president of the board since 1995. He has 
proven his ability to implement cost cutting reforms, including 
taking the bold step to reduce patronage positions. We believe 
Mr. DiVincenzo will bring those skills and his political strength 
and influence to the County Executive position. 

We believe that each of these candidates are seeking offices 
in which their decisions will have dire consequences, because of 


a 


the political and economic challenges our nation and county face 
we do not have the luxury of lengthy learning curves. 
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Baseball: How I learned investing 


By Ron Kelemen 


Some baseball fanatics 
claim that baseball is life, and 
the rest is just details. We 
wouldn’t go so far to say that, 
but as the season winds to a 
close and the country watches 
the World Series, here are a 
couple of important investing 
lessons baseball can teach us. 

First, if the first three bat- 
ters hit into left field, would the 
coach move all the players over 
to left field? Of course not! He 
would keep them spread out 


among the other positions 
because nobody knows for sure 
where the next batter will hit. 
Lesson: last year’s best invest- 
ment may not be so this year. 
Second, why do they use 
nine players in the field? 
Answer: not all hits go to the 
same outfielder each time. 
Lesson: No single investment 
asset class does the same year 
in and year out. Last year’s 
winner is often this year’s loser. 
Third, why do some batters 
bunt? Answer: base hits can 
bring a batter home to win the 


game, too. Lesson: small, reg- 
ular investments can grow into 
a substantial portfolio over 
time. 

Fourth, why is there a coach 
at first and third base? Answer: 
because even the best players 
need coaching in the excite- 
ment of the game. Lesson: seek 
professional advice. Even 
experienced investors can bene- 
fit from the objective counsel of 
a financial advisor. 


Ron Kelemen is an independent 
Certified Financial Planner offering 
services through The H Group, Inc.. 


Jogger case has America on Lockdown 


By Salim Muwakkil 

The “Central Park jogger” 
case conjures up images of a 
horrific crime that occurred in 
New York City on April 19, 
1989, when a 28-year-old 
female investment banker was 
brutally assaulted and raped 
while jogging in the park. 

Within hours police picked 
up five Harlem teenagers 
(ranging in age from 14 to 16) 
who later were charged with 
the crime. There was no phys- 
ical evidence linking 
teenagers—four African- 
Americans and one Puerto 
Rican—to the vicious assault, 
but they were convicted largely 


sions. Some served at least 
seven years in prison, with one 
incarcerated for 13 years. 

The brutal crime became 
emblematic of a society that 
many were convinced was tum- 
bling into criminal anarchy. 
Stoked by hysterical media 
reports that spun tales of feral 
black and Hispanic youth run- 
ning amok through Central 
Park like “wolfpacks,” wreak- 
ing havoc and “‘wilding,” New 
Yorkers and the nation in gen- 
eral were out for blood. 

The crime and lurid cover- 
age provoked real estate devel- 
oper Donald Trump to take out 
ads in four New York newspa- 
pers calling for the restoration 
of the death penalty in the state. 
Capital punishment was 
restored in New York a few 


years later. 

The media frenzy surround- 
ing the case also gave a power- 
ful push to the growing trend to 
prosecute and punish juveniles 
as if they were adults. That 
trend remains strong. 

In January 2002, however, 
a convicted serial rapist who 
reportedly had a religious con- 
version in prison confessed to 
the 1989 crime. The man, 
Matias Reyes, said he acted 
alone and a subsequent investi- 
gation of his claim linked him 
to the DNA found on the jog- 
ger. The jogger was in a coma 
for 12 days and had no memo- 
ry of the attack when she 
awoke. 


~ onthe strength of taped confes= ~~ Prosecutors used strands of 


blonde hair to further incrimi- 
nate the youths, but, according 
to a police report leaked by 
New York Newsday, “all foren- 
sic evidence used at the trial ... 
to convict the five has now 
been determined to be useless.” 
The five young men, Raymond 
Santana, Yusef Salaam, Kevin 
Richardson, Kharey Wise and 
Anton McCray, have always 
maintained they were coerced 
or tricked into lying in the con- 
fession statements. They 
claimed that police officials 
told them they would be 
allowed to go home after being 
subjected to intense interroga- 
tion for up to 36 straight hours. 

Even while the youths were 
imprisoned, “their persistence 
in claiming innocence, instead 
of conveying remorse for the 


assault, cost them their best 
change to reduce their prison 
terms,” according to an Oct. 16 
story in The New York Times. 

Although the five men, 
now in their 20s and 30s, are 
free they must report every 
three months to register as sex 
offenders and. according to 
their attorneys, their lives have 
been devastated. What’s more, 
the hardened attitudes and 
harsh legislation passed in 
reaction to their wrongful con- 
victions cannot be put back into 
a box. But their cases are not 
unusual. In fact, Illinois Gov. 
George Ryan recently pardoned 
four Chicago men who had 
served from 12 to 15 years 


and rape they didn’t commit. 
They, too, were cleared by 
DNA evidence. 

Similar cases have surfaced 
in other parts of the country as 
well, The common denomina- 
tors in many of these wrongful 
convictions are the race of 
those accused and the race of 
the victim. And that should be 
no surprise; stereotypical 
depictions of minority youth as 
crime-prone predators are as 
American as apple pie. That 
tendency was heightened con- 
siderably during the troubled 
decade of the 1980s, when 
crime rates were rising and 
racial anxieties were aggravat- 
ed. 


Salim Muwakkil is a senior editor at 
In These Times, in Chicago, ll. 


I would like to write this 
letter to you to request of the 
parents within my district to 
exercise the option of bringing 
their children to the local health 
department for basic immu- 
nization that is required by the 
State Department of Health and 
the New Jersey Public 
Educational system. 

This immunization is part 
of our modern technology to 
stop the spread of diphtheria, 
polio and other childhood dis- 
eases. It critically important 
that parents obtain the immu- 
nization shots for their chil- 
dren. Currently within the State 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


of New Jersey 78 percent of 
our children are immunized 
while this is on par with the 
national average, it is the goal 
of the Governor and the 
Department of Health to have 
at least 90 percent of New 
Jersey children properly immu- 
nized by the age of 2 years old. 
Parents can obtain the immu- 
nization shots from their doctor 
or receive the shots from the 
local health departments in the 
city of Newark, Irvington, 
Bloomfield and Belleville at no 
cost. 

I urge all parents to ensure 
that their children are properly 


immunized. This action is 
affordable and can avoid major 
children’s illnesses in the 
future. Listed below is the 
phone numbers of the cities 
health department offices. 
Belleville: 973-450-3394; 
Bloomfield: 973-680-4060; 
Irvington: 973-733-7592; and 
Newark: 973-733-7592. 


— Donald K. Tucker, Newark. 


The Hon. Donald K. Tucker is 
Speaker Pro Tempore and 
Assemblyman, 28th District for the 
New Jersey General Assembly and 
a Councilman At Large for the City 
of Newark. 
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BUSINESS 


BRIEFS 


ASSEMBLY AMENDS 
ANTI-BIAS MEASURE 


TRENTON — The 
Assembly has amended the 
Law Against Discrimination 
by passing bill A-2681 which 
restricts employers from 
requiring employees to sub- 
mit their work-related dis- 
putes to arbitration. 
Employers who now use 
arbitration may face higher 
legal bills since most work- 
place disputes would be 
decided in court. The N. J. 
State Chamber of Commerce 
opposed the legislation. 


SCHOOL VENDOR 
BILL DRAWS FIRE 


TRENTON — A bill that 
“virtually eliminates the hiring 
of private-sector contractors 
to provide non-educational 
services in public schools,” 
according to the New Jersey 
Business and Industry 
Association (NJBIA) , has 
passed in the state Assembly 
and is scheduled for a sec- 
ond reading the Senate. The 
bill, A-1714/S-1537 is “anti- 
competition” according the 
NJBIA, which says the meas- 
ure would require school dis- 
tricts wishing to provide non- 
educational services (such as 
transportation, custodial and 
cafeteria) to first attempt to 
negotiate an agreement with 
the union. 

EDA FINANCED NEW 
URBAN LEAGUE HOME 


JERSEY CITY — The 
Urban League of Hudson 
County recently held the 
grand opening of their new 
headquarters. The facility 
was financed through the 
state Economic Development 
Authority, which provided a 
$4 million tax-exempt bond to 
the League. The City of 
Jersey City also contributed 
$700,000 to the project. The 
League consolidated its pro- 
grams and offices into one 
central building in the Martin 
Luther King Drive hub. 


COMMERCE HOSTS 
JAPANESE EXECS 


TRENTON - The state 
recently hosted a delegation 
of Japanese business execu- 
tives on a two-day mission to 
‘investigate opportunities with 
the medical device industry. 
Representatives from seven 
companies, including the 
Mitsubishi Corporation met 
with Dr. William D. Watley, 
CEO and Secretary of the 
Commerce and Economic 
Growth Commission, and 
toured North Brunswick’s 
Commercialization Center for 
Innovative Technologies. 
Center tenants have access 
to ultra modern labs and 
share support services. 


PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, THE JOY OF PEPSI and the Pepe! Globe design are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 


Law gives new incentives to brownfield developers 


EWING TOWNSHIP — A 
bill sponsored by Senator 
Ronald L. Rice, which would 
provide incentives for residen- 
tial development of contami- 
nated brownfield sites, was 
signed into law, following 
Governor McGreevey’s Smart 
Growth Summit recently at the 
College of New Jersey. 

“This measure would push 
developers to make use of con- 
taminated urban sites while 
giving builders a reason to stop 
pushing out into the suburbs 
and creating more sprawl,” said 
Senator Rice, D-Essex. “It 
encourages redevelopment and 


possible revitalization of resi- 
dential areas in cities and pro- 
tects New Jersey’s trees and 
farmland from further develop- 
ment. Everyone benefits from 
incentives to redevelop brown- 
fields for residential use.” 

The bill, S-1181, will pro- 
vide for a 75 percent reim- 
bursement for costs on redevel- 
opment of brownfields for 
developers who have entered 
into a redevelopment agree- 
ment with the State Secretary of 
Commerce and the Treasurer. 
A current program, which has 
been in place for four years, 
already offers incentives for 


= i 
State Senator Ronald L. Rice 
commercial redevelopment. 
Governor McGreevey has also 
asked the Legislature to pass a 


Constitutional amendment, to 
be placed on the November 
2003 ballot, that would amend 
the Underground Storage Tank 
Finance Act to allow those 
funds to be used for brownfield 
redevelopment loans and 
grants. 

Governor McGreevey has 
touted ‘smart growth’ as a key 
to ending suburban sprawl in 
New Jersey,” said Senator Rice. 
“I feel that this is smart legisla- 
tion that accomplishes just that, 
not only protecting New 
Jersey’s environment but also 
providing for much needed 
urban revitalization.” 


The Best Partners On The Globe. 


ntegrated Packaging Corporation 
likes to think out of the box. As 
manufacturers and distributors 
of boxes for Pepsi-Cola, 
Frito-Lay and Quaker Oats, 
they service 23 regions. 
And they take great pride 
= | ‘and j joy in their ways to 


cut costs, respond quickly, 
and offer innovative 


~ approaches to 


doing business. 


Located in inner cities — 
Detroit and New Brunswick, 
they are able to employ 
over 200 people within 
these cities and give 


partnership. 


Jöyof Pepsi. 


back to the community. 


Integrated Packaging 
Corporation’s go-get-’em 
mentality and dedication 
to its community all 
stack up to.a great 


Pepsi Supplier 
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Local Rotary Club member joins in global effort to eradicate polio 


West Orange, N.J. — As 
polio still threatens children in 
parts of Africa and South Asia, 


Home Health Care 
Medicaid, Private Pay and other 
Insurances Ac 
ALERT HOME S$ 


will provide reliable in home care for 
you or your loved one 


+ Bathing and Toileting 
+ Meal Preparation 
+ Walking and Transfers 
Call our offices @ 973-763-6134 
We have openings for 
licensed experienced 
Certified Home Health Aides 


Karen Ziegler of West Orange 
and Rotary club members 
worldwide have made eliminat- 
ing this crippling disease their 
top priority. 

In support of this global 
endeavor, four area Rotary Club 
members on The NIGERIA 
NID 2002 Team will depart for 
Nigeria on Sunday Nov. 3 and 
return on Sunday Nov. 17. 

While in Nigeria, the volun- 
teers will help administer drops 
of oral polio vaccine, assist par- 
ents in getting their children 
vaccinated, transport health 


“Just 50 cents 
worth of vaccine 
can protect a child 


for life.” 


workers, deliver the vaccine to 
health clinics and recruit fellow 
volunteers during Nigeria’s 
National Immunization Days 
(NID) from Nov 9-15. The goal 
will be to immunize over 40 
million children under the age 
of five against polio. 

A highly infectious disease, 


is proud to invite you to attend a 


í 


Saturday, November 9th, 2002 
Marriott Glenpointe Hotel 
Teaneck, N 
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 


polio still affects children in ten 
polio-endemic countries, 
Angola, Afghanistan, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, located in South Asia 
and Africa. Polio can cause 
paralysis and sometimes death. 
As there is no cure for polio, the 
best protection is prevention. 
Leading the U.S. delegation 
is Dowagiac, Michigan resident 
David Groner. “Though we’ve 
made great progress toward 
eradicating this crippling dis- 
ease, we must remain steadfast 
if we are to realize our dream of 


Free continental breakfast and diabetes screening 
from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Free admission all day. Seating is limited. 


Sponsored by 


7 


) 
GlaxoSmithKline 


For more information, please contact 201-227-6250 or visit www. holyname.org. 


a polio free world by 2005, said 
Groner. “Just 50 cents worth of 
vaccine can protect a child for 
life.” 

Great strides have been 
made in polio eradication, but 
Nigeria the most populated 
nation in Africa with approxi- 
mately 126 million people is 
still one of the 10 remaining 
polioendemic countries. When 
Rotary began its polio immu- 
nization program in the mid 
1980s, approximately 1,000 
children were infected by this 
crippling disease every day. 
Last year only 483 cases of 
polio were reported in 10 coun- 
tries, down from the 350.000 
cases estimated in 125 countries 
in 1988. 

In addition to Nigeria, 15 
other countries. in West Africa 
will hold their NIDs within the 
same week to prevent cross- 
border transmission of the polio 
virus. An expected total of 70 
million children will be vacci- 
nated against polio during this 
time. The countries taking part 
in the regional effort are: 
Burkina Faso, CapeVerde, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Liberia, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Guinea 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger. 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone 
and Togo. 

As part of its efforts to end 
polio worldwide, Rotary has 
contributed $17.8 million to 
polio eradication efforts in 
Nigeria, $182 million to eradi- 
cate polio throughout the 
African continent and commit- 
ted $493 million worldwide. 

Yet, to eradicate polio by 
2005, every child must be 
reached. High-density popula- 
tion and extreme poverty are 
just some of the major chal- 
lenges to a polio free world. 


Health 
Briefs 


$10,000 grant awarded 
to NHA and AME Church 


The Newark Housing 
Authority (NHA) is pleased to 
announce the NHA/Dr. M. 
Joan Cousin AME Health 
Awareness Center.in Newark 
was recently awarded a 
$10,000 grant for community 
collaboration from The Black 
Women’s Agenda, Inc., a 
Washington, D.C. based, non- 
profit advocacy organization. 

“These monies will allow 
us to expand our programs and 
continue to press forward and 
improve the quality of life for 
others who may not have the 
necessary resources,” said Ms. 
Carrie R. Grady, supervisor of 
the First Episcopal District of 
the Women’s Missionary 
Society. 
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Police Superintendent search 
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M. Davy, Chief of Management 
and Operations for Governor 
James E. McGreevey; W. Cary 
Edwards, a founding partner at 
the Edwards & Caldwell, a 
Hawthorne private law prac- 
tice; Louis Freeh, the former 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and who cur- 
rently oversees MBNA 
America Bank’s law depart- 
ment; Peter C. Harvey, the First 
Assistant Attorney General of 
New Jersey and Director of the 
Division of Criminal Justice in 
the New Jersey Department. of 
Law and Public Safety; Stewart 
G. Pollock, Counsel to Riker, 
Danzig, Scherer, Hyland and 
Perretti, LLP; David Samson, 
Attorney General of the State of 
New Jersey; Monsignor Robert 
Sheeran, president of Seton 
Hall University. 

Meanwhile, the Santiago sit- 
uation drew heavy criticism of 
the McGreevey administration 
across the state. New Jersey 
state Senate co-President John 
O. Bennett (R-District 12) 
recently characterized the firing 
of Santiago as “a day that has 
been coming for a long time, 
and used the occasion to ques- 
tion the Governor’s choice for 
the embattled police position. 

“From the very first days 
that Joseph Santiago's name 
was announced by Governor 
McGreevey as his hand-picked 
choice to head up New Jersey's 
State Police there were 
warning signs around every 
corner,” Bennett (R- 
Monmouth) said. 

“There is absolutely no ques- 
tion — now or then — that the 
Governor used extremely poor 
judgment in choosing Joseph 
Santiago to head up an organi- 
zation that holds its members to 
the highest of standards and 
principles,” Bennett continued. 
“And now, in the midst of all 
this uncertainty, I believe it is 


The Rev. Dr. M. William Howard 
incumbent upon the Governor 
to break from his past history of 
partisanship and include the 
Senate leadership in the process 
of selecting a new nominee to 


lead New 
Police:” 

Governor McGreevey did not 
allude to the the State Police 
Department’s internal manage- 
ment conflicts and national 
black eye during his comments 
regarding the Santiago resigna- 
tion. The announcement, how- 
ever came on the heels of the 
release in the State Assembly of 
legislation that would outlaw 
racial profiling. 

The Rev. Reginald Jackson, 
executive director of the Black 
Ministers Council, one of the 
leaders who spurred the racial 
profiling investigations, called 
on the Governor not to lose 
ground in reforming the State 
Police. “It is incumbent upon 
the Governor to appoint a 
strong superintendent from out- 
side the State Police,” Rev. 
Jackson said. “Otherwise it 
appears that the troopers union 
can get whatever they want 
from the Governor.” Rev. 
Jackson said Santiago caused 
many of his own problems, but 
his dismissal was a setback for 
citizens of New Jersey and for 
the State Police Department. 


Jersey’s State 


Summit targets sprawl 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


driven that number down to 
only 4 percent,” McGreevey 
said. “This is not only smart 
policy, it is a smart use of tax- 
payer dollars.” z 

The Community Affairs 
Department was directed by the 
Governor to establish a package 
of “super-incentives” for devel- 
opers who are working in Smart 
Growth areas and adhering to 
Smart Growth principles. This 
initiative will coordinate all the 
incentive programs currently 
administered by that 
Department and the Housing 
and Mortgage Finance Agency. 

“If we expect our State’s 
residents to move back to our 
towns and cities, we will need 
to create attractive new housing 
opportunities in these loca- 
tions,” the Governor said. 

The Governor said he would 


form a Smart Growth Policy 
Council charged with finding 
ways that State departments and 
agencies can incorporate Smart 
Growth Principals into. their 
operations. “We believe that 
growth should be encouraged in 
those areas most compatible 
with the State Plan and with 
Smart Growth principles. 
“Under the leadership of our 
Commerce and Economic 
Growth Commission, we must 
strengthen our efforts to retain 
and recruit jobs, but also be 
concerned about where those 
job opportunities are located. 
For we are not focusing our 
efforts only on the question of 
where growth should go— we 
must also carefully consider 
how development should take 
place in the areas we target.” 


U.S. Senate candidates in NJ are running 
againt the balance of power in Congress 


ineligible to vote because of 
criminal convictions. 

A group of Essex County 
Hispanic elected and appointed 
officials, Hispanic agency 
directors and Hispanic civic 
leaders last week, endorsed 
Lautenberg at a press confer- 
ence in Newark last week, 
where several speakers repeated 
their intention to work to pre- 
vent the Bush administration 
from gaining the one seat need- 
ed to have a party majority in 
Congress. 

“We know the impact their 
election. (Republicans) will 
have on our rights if this 
President of the U.S. who is not 
our friend has a free hand,” 
state Assemblyman Wilfredo 
Caraballo said. The group of 
more than 25 Latino leaders 
which was organized by 
Newark Councilman at Large 
Luis A. Quintana, emphatically 
distanced themselves from an 
earlier announcement that 
Hispanics in New Jersey were 
backing Forrester. 
Congressman Robert 
Menendez was represented by 
two members of his staff. 

Last August one of the 
nation’s top Hispanic leaders— 
and President Bush’s Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development, Mel Martinez— 
came in to campaign for 
Forrester. Recently, Jose 
Arango, Chair of the Hudson 
County GOP issued a statement 
saying, “Doug Forrester has 
garnered a great deal of support 
from a large cross section of 
New Jersey voters, including 
New Jersey’s Hispanic commu- 
nity. Hispanics in New Jersey 
support Doug’s strong message 
of individual empowerment, 
hope and economic opportuni- 
y 

Quintana, who is also the 
president of a national league 
of Hispanic elected officials, 
said he has received calls from 
across the nation urging him to 
deliver the New Jersey Latino 
vote to Lautenberg. The 
Democratic Hispanic represen- 
tatives said they will treat the 
November election as if it is a 
primary in terms of mounting a 
door-to-door get out the vote 
effort. 

Rick Thigpen, a consultant 
to the Lautenberg campaign and 
principal with the Trenton- 
based Strategy Group, called 
the endorsement “significant” 
and said the Democrats are 
“very impressed by their ability 
to mobilize people in the Latino 
community. 

“The growing demographic 
strength of Latino Americans is 
being increasingly matched by 
their — political — strength,” 
Thigpen said. When asked 
about the whispered specula- 


a 
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— Photo courtesy of the Forrester team 


U.S. Senate candidate Douglas Forrester greets a voter in Union. 


tions that Lautenberg may not 
complete his term, thereby giv- 


ing Governor James E. 
McGreevey the chance to 
appoint Congressman 


Menendez to the U.S. Senate 
post however, Thigpen said 
New Jersey voters would be 
incensed. “If we try any cute 
tricks it will blow up in our 
face,” he said: “If we try a cute 
trick we will pay for it.” 

While education, economic 
development, racial profiling, 
welfare and prison reform, 
voter disenfranchisement, and 
other issued that directly impact 
the largely African American 
and Hispanic urban communi- 
ties has not received wide dis- 
cussion from either Lautenberg 
or Forrester, the former senator 
is running on his track record 
when during his 20 years in 
office he was regarded as a 
friend. 

The Black Ministers of New 
Jersey endorsed Lautenberg last 
week. This week the National 
Coalition. on Black Civic 
Participation (NCBCP) 
announced it has organized 
more than 100 organizations 
across the country to get out the 
African American vote for the 
Democrats. 

_ Anna Sutton, a member of 
the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists, one of four NCBCP 
groups in New Jersey says she 
is encouraged that “attention in 
the election has peaked because 
of the Torricelli thing.” 

Sutton, who is based in 
Paterson says “the mid stream 
changing of the guards, so to 
speak” has gotten “a lot more 
people talking about the elec- 
tion. Now we just have to get 
them to the polls.” Her coali- 
tions will work aggressively to 
mobilize voters in areas includ- 
ing Clifton, Glen Ridge, East 
Orange, Montclair and parts of 
Newark. 

“We are dealing with criti- 
cal issues, and this election will 
determine the balance of power 
in both the U.S. House and 
Senate,” says NCBCP execu- 
tive director and CEO Melanie 


L. Campbell. “Those people 
will vote on issues that could 
change our way of life.” 
Campbell says those issues 
include “the threat of nuclear 
war, a depressed economy, and 
the fact that less than 6500 
votes determined the U.S. 
President in 2000.” 

Bonnie Watson Coleman, 
Chairman of the New Jersey 
Democratic State Committee 
recently expressed frustration 
with Forrester’s response to the 
issues in the campaign. 

“Every time Mr. Forrester 
and the Republicans criticize 
and complain»about the cafn“ 
paign process, they are con- 
firming the fact that they have 
nothing to offer on the issues 
and that Mr. Forrester can't 
compete with Senator 
Lautenberg on qualifications 
and accomplishments,” Watson 
Coleman said. 

“Their fixation on the cam- 
paign procedures has turned the 
election into a one-sided debate 
with Senator Lautenberg 
addressing issues such as gun 
safety, social security, prescrip- 
tion drugs, the environment, a 
woman's right to choose, and 
who will stand up for working 
families. Maybe the GOP does- 
n't want to hear what we have to 
say because they can't compete 
with Senator Lautenberg, but 
the voters do, and are respond- 
ing with growing support,” 
Watson Coleman continued. 

Forrester has hammered 
away at Lautenberg for more 
debates. A debate was held 
recently, and a second televised 
debate airs on News 12 New 
Jersey tonight (October 30), 
and features all six candidates, 


plus a one-on-one debate 
between Forrester and 
Lautenberg 

Watson Coleman says 
Lautenberg ‘was recently 
praised by former Governor 
Kean — a Republican — so 


“It's understandable that Mr. 
Forrester and the Republicans 
are frustrated as they see 
Senator Lautenberg take com- 
mand of this election.” 
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God of My Silent Tears: By Yvonne Majett Cooper 


A former judge pens moving tale of her fall from glory, and rise by grace 


By Stephanie Gadlin 


Desolate prison cells, packed 
courtrooms and church sanctuaries 
are the settings for God of My Silent 
Tears, a moving, autobiographical 
narrative detailing the downfall and 
subsequent revival of one of 
Washington, D.C.’s most notable cit- 
izens. 


At the height of her political 
career, Yvonne Majett Cooper 
plunged into the world of deceit and 
bribery. Fed by the prestige of hav- 
inga some of Washington, D-Czs 


piin 


highest officials 
appeal to her 
power, she began 
taking bribes and 
later found her- 
self a registered 
inmate in the 
nation’s capitol. 
Faced with 


Tears 
Written by : 


Published by: 


God of My Silent 


Yvonne Majett Cooper 


Wine Press Publishing 


question in my mind 
where the idea for this 
book came from,” said 
Cooper who had no for- 
mal literary training. “I 
took detailed notes 
everyday and wound up 
with boxes and boxes of 
paper on every single 


105 years in 
prison, Cooper, whom Mayor 
Marion Barry appointed to her judi- 
cial post, served eight months in fed- 
eral prison and thereby began a jour- 
ney that would lead her onto a new 
path of self discovery. The experi- 
ence, the former magistrate writes in 
God of My Silent Tears, forced her 
to abandon a lifestyle of fornication, 
apathy and stunted spiritual growth 
and instead find a higher calling. 

“T was looking at 105 years and 
wound up only serving less than a 
year,” Cooper said in an exclusive 
interview with API Wire. “It was the 
best thing that happened to me 
because God used me to minister to 
others.” 

Ashamed of her incarceration, 
Cooper rarely told anyone about her 
ordeal including her future employ- 
ers of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) 
where she became the first female 
executive director in 1996. Later, 


after serving six years at the admin- 
m — istrative helm of the — 
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black press, she 
finally decided to 
purge her past and 
use her experience to 


help others. The 
result is a stirring, 
sometimes graphic 
and inspirational 
memoir about one 
women’s redemp- 
tion. . 


“There was no 


occurrence I had in 
prison. Later when I was released I 
put there in chronological order and 
three years later finished the manu- 
script.” 

Cooper shopped God of My 
Silent Tears to seven major publish- 
ers, all of which turned her down. 
However, as divine intervention 
would have it, an editor from Wine 
Press Publishers, in an attempt to 
reach another writer mistakenly 
called the author’s mobile phone. 
Wine Press, based in Enumclaw, 
Washington, is an independent pub- 
lisher specializing in Christian con- 
tent. 

“I was in the airport when the 
call came through,” Cooper said. 
“When the editor phoned me she 
said, “I made a mistake. I was trying 
to reach someone else.” The minute 
she told me who she was, I knew 
that this was no mistake. God did not 
make mistakes.” 

The book comes at a time when 
the United States reigns as the lead- 
ing industrialized nation. with the 
highest incarcerated rates with some 
two million people in jail or federal 
prison. The prison industrial com- 
plex has seen a significant boon with 
the War on Drugs, which almost 
exclusively targets minority and the 
poor firsttime offenders. In 1985, 
prisons and jails held fewer than 
800,000 people. 

“When I was in Lorton, out of 90 
female inmates, only three of us 
were not inside because of drugs,” 


Cooper recalls. Many of the women 
were repeat offenders, had been 
abused early in life and were some- 
body’s mother. Some had HIV. It 
was important to me to know that 
these women had lives, hopes and 
dreams before they went to jail, 
because so many people easily turn a 
blind eye to prisoners.” 

The former NNPA executive, 
who recently became an ordained 
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
minister, is using the book to help 
rehabilitate female inmates, and 
train and strengthen church based 
prison ministries. Despite the myriad 
of problems facing women who are 
incarcerated, Cooper says her 
biggest challenge is helping volun- 
teers meet the needs of prisoners, 
most of whom are not readily recep- 
tive to spiritual messages.“ You have 
to be able to serve the whole woman 
(or man),” she said. “Who wants to 
hear about Jesus Christ when they're 
worried about their children, or if 
they can’t get out to attend their 
mother’s funeral.” 

Cooper, while incarcerated was 
often called upon to break up fights, 
or advocate on an inmate's behalf, 
recalls with amazement days spent 
in a jail cellBbible and tears. Though 
she was called “Rev.” by several 
women, Cooper admits to finding it 
difficult to also minister to her own 
needs. 

“My faith in the Lord was, 
strong but there were so many times 
I just sat down and cried all by 
myself,” she said. “Whenever I 
thought someone was approaching, 
I'd dry them up, not because I didn’t 
want them to see their leader or sup- 
port base too had weak moments, 
but because I simply didn’t want any 
one of them to be discouraged. For 
some, I was all they had. 


ee ecccccesecccccse 


State University. 


She is a five-year educator 
who is currently working on 
her master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership at the 
College of New Jersey. 

The state and the Milken 
Family Foundation are in the 


room. Founder Lowell 
Milken, the foundation’s 


chairman, created the award 


program in 1985. 


“I’m absolutely proud of 
April and thrilled that she has 
received this award. She is a 


first-year of a partnership. 
New Jersey is now one of 46 
nationwide to recognize out- 
standing teachers in the class- 


PrYePETITTTTererrr rrr 


First-grade teacher at Parkway Elementary 
School in Ewing receives 2002 National 
Educator Award 


EWING — Governor 
James E. McGreevey and the 
Department of Education, in a 
partnership with the nationally 
lauded Milken Family 
Foundation, recently honored 
April Lowe with a 2002 
National Educator Award. 

Lowe, a first-grade teacher 
at Parkway Elementary 
School holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Early Childhood 
Education from Delaware 


hardworking teacher the par- 
ents and children love. She is 
the best of teachers and her 
outreach promotes success in 
our school. April is a young 

` woman with a bright future, 
Laurence Fieber, principal of 
Parkway Elementary School 
said. 

“The state joins in honor- 
ing April Lowe with a 2002 
National Educator Award,” 
Governor McGreevey said. 
“Her abilities in the classroom 
have not gone unnoticed. In 
fact, my administration will 
take each and every opportu- 
nity we can to honor such 
strong abilities in our class- 
rooms. A teacher’s success is 
our children’s success.” 
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Previews for movies 
opening November 1 


BIG BUDGET FILMS 


I Spy 

When the Switchblade, the 
most sophisticated prototype 
stealth 
fight- 
er cre- 
ated 
yet, is 
stolen 
from 
t-h_e 
US. 
gov- 
ernment, one of the United 
States’ top spies, Alex Scott 
(Owen Wilson), is called to 
action. What he doesn’t expect 
is to get teamed up with a cocky 
civilian, World Class Boxing 
Champion Kelly Robinson 
(Eddie Murphy), on a danger- 
ous top secret espionage mis- 
sion. Their assignment: using 
equal parts skill and humor, 
catch Arnold Gundars, one of 
the world’s most successful 
illegal arms dealers, and foil his 
treacherous plans for the plane. 

Rated PG-13 


The Santa Claus 2 (2002) 


Scott Calvin has been Santa 
Claus for the past eight years, 
and his loyal elves consider him 


the best Santa ever. But Santa’s 
world is turned upside down 
when he’s dealt a double 
whammy of bad news: not only 
has his son, Charlie, landed on 
this year’s “naughty” list, but if 
Scott doesn’t marry by 
Christmas Eve — just a month 
away! — He’ll stop being Santa 
forever. (It’s right in his con- 
tract — the “Mrs. Clause”). 
Desperate, Scott turns to the 
elves’ new invention > a 
machine that can replicate any- 
thing — to create Santa II (a toy 
version of himself) and he 
leaves his double in charge. 


Things quickly go south at the 
North Pole when Santa II insti- 
tutes some strange redefinitions 
of what’s naughty and nice; 
worse, when Scott finally falls 
for a potential Mrs. Claus, she 
threatens to drive a wedge 
between him and Charlie. In a 
climactic battle pitting Santa, 
Charlie, the new Mrs. Claus, 
and the elves against Santa II 
and his army of tin soldiers, the 
future of Scott’s family, the 
North Pole, and Christmas 
itself, hangs in the balance. 
Rated G 


INDEPENDENT FILM 


Love in the time of money 

This is a story of nine New 
Yorkers looking for connection 
and intimacy in the big city. 
Creating - 
the cine- 
matic 
chain are a 
street- 
walker 
having a 
bad first 
day on the job and her deceitful 
client; a frustrated woman mar- 
ried to an art dealer with a 
repressed secret; an artist who 
becomes intoxicated by a beau- 
tiful receptionist ready for a 
change in her relationship; and 
a lovesick psychic who tries to 
save a desperate man: 

Rated R 


The Weight of Water 
A photojournalist 
(Catherine McConmale and 


husband (Sean Penn) sail to a 
New Hampshire island over the 
course of a weekend, accompa- 
nied by her brother-in-law 
(Josh Lucas), and his girlfriend 
(Elizabeth Hurley). The pur- 
pose of the trip is to investigate 
the murders of two 
Scandinavian immigrants there 
in 1873. 
Rated R 


Crry News Nite at NJPAC 
‘HOME’ 


by: Samm-Art Williams 
Friday, November 29th at 7:30 pm 
Victoria Theater 
Special performance tickets are $30.75 
featuring special seating and a 
post-performance focus discussion of the play moderated by Jan 
Johnson, President & Editor-In-Chief of City News. 


For tickets & more information contact 
City News at 973.642.4400 ext. 230 or 
SpecialEvents @ Citynewsnetwork.com 


2002-2003 


THIS WEEKEND! 


tame 


PLANET HIP HOP 

MC BATTLE 

Hosted by Toni Blackman 
Thursday, October 31 at 
8:00 

The Chase Room * $11 


SACRED CIRCLE CAFE 
Speaking in Tongues 
Friday, November 1 at 8:00 
The Chase Room * $16 


VERSE 4 VERSE OPEN MIC 
Hosted by Ras Baraka and 
Juba Dowdell 

Friday, November 1 at 11:00pm 
Robert Treat Hotel 


CYPHER CIRCLE: 

A DISCUSSION IN THE ROUND 
A Conversation with 

Hip Hop Elders 

Saturday, November 2 

at 12:00 Noon 

The Chase Room * FREE 


BOOK SIGNING 

WHO SHOT YA? 

Erie Paniccioli and Kevin Powell 
Saturday, November 2 at 3:00 
Parsonnet Room 


KEYNOTE SPEECH: CHUCK D 
Rap, Race, Reality. 

Saturday, November 2 at 4:00 — 
The Chase Room + FREE 


PLANET HIP HOP AFTER PARTY 
Saturday, November 2 at 11:00pm 
The Chase Room ¢ $11 


CYPHER CIRCLE: 

A DISCUSSION IN THE ROUND 
Power and Politics 

Sunday, November 3 at 12:00 Noon 
The Chase Room ¢ FREE 


FILM SCREENING 

HIP HOP: THE NEW WORLD ORDER 
Sunday, November 3 at 4:00 

The Chase Room * $6 


PLANET HIP HOP CONCERT FINALE 
Featuring Rah Digga, 

Doug E. Fresh, and dead prez 
Sunday, November 3 at 7:00 
Victoria Theater * $36 


ALSO COMING SOON! 


URBAN BUSH WOMEN 

AND NATIONAL SONG AND DANCE 
COMPANY OF MOZAMBIQUE 
Friday, November 22 at 7:30; 
Saturday, November 23 at 7:30; 
Sunday, November 24 at 5:00 
Victoria Theater * $43 


A JOYOUS GOSPEL HOLIDAY* 
NJPAC Jubilation Choir 

with special guest Daryl Coley 
Thursday, December 19-at 7:00 
Ages 12 & up © Prudential Halt 
Adult $29 Child $16 


oe, 


SEAS ON 


N J Pas 


New Jersey PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 


TERENCE BLANCHARD 


Friday, November 1 at 7:30 


ce. 


Photo. Las Greenfield 


Series 


For twenty years, Grammy® Award-nominated trumpeter, composer 
and bandleader Terence Blanchard has been one of the hottest 
players on the jazz scene. An accomplished film composer who has 
written some of the most memorable scores of recent years 
(including Spike Lee's Malcolm X and Jungle Fever), Blanchard was 
EDER chosen “Artist of the Year” in the Down Beat 2000 poll. 


Victoria Theater e $36 


< Savion Glover in 
em BRING IN DA NOISE, 
BRING IN ’DA FUNK 


Tuesday, November 5 - Sunday, November 10 
Newark’s own Savion Glover, Tony® Award-winner, big 
screen star (Spike Lee's Bamboozle and one of today’s 
most celebrated dance masters, stars in the new 
International Tour of the 1996 Tony® Award-winning 
Broadway sensation. “Guaranteed to knock you right 
out of your seat, with the most glorious tap 
dancing seen in years!” raves Newsweek. 


Prudential Hall 


RENNIE HARRIS 


Presents the Hip ‘Hop Legends 


Saturday, November 2 at 7: 


ALTERNATE] 
ROUTES 


HOME 


A Tony? 


Choreographer and fo griot Rennie 
Harris creates works that encompass 
diverse African and African American 
traditions, but reworks those 
traditions with an entirely 
contemporary spin. He returns to 
NJPAC with a new performance that 
celebrates the creators and master 
practitioners of the Hip Hop movement. 
Victoria Theater * $31 


Nominated Drama 


Friday, November 29 at 7:30; 
Saturday, November 30 at 2:30 & 7:30; 
Sunday, December 1 at 2:30 


Samm-Art Williams, Tony* Award-nominated play charts three decades 
in the life of an African American farmer, from the countryside of North 
Carolina to the temptations of the big city and back home again. 
Performed entirely by a cast of three, this eloquent drama about dignity 
and the healing power of love earned raves on Broadway and across 
the country. “Warm, funny and fully alive!” says The Daily News. “Home 


is undisputedly where the heart is.” 
Sponsored by Hite foundation. 
Victoria Theater e $36 


THE COLORS OF ii 


with Oleta Adams, Peabo Bryson, 
Jon Secada and Jody Watley 
Tuesday, December 10 at 7:30 


= 
ATT 
a 
Artist Serias 


Grammy* Award-winning song stylist Peabo 
Bryson (Beauty and the Beast, A Whole New 
World)neadlines this evening of unforgettable 


music that- welcomes platinum-selling 
songstress Oleta Adams, Grammy- 
winning Latin pop sensation Jon 
Secada, and pop diva Jody Watley. 
Each artist will perform some of fl 
their greatest hits along with a 
variety of inspiring holiday 
music, backed by an orchestra 
and gospel choir. 

Prudential Hall 


Tue-Thu $52-$14 ¢ Fri-Sun $62-$17 


Q.PSEG $59 $59 $47 $39 $25 $16 


All prices include per ticket facility fee. 


TO ORDER Aia P i 
1 8 8 8 - 4 


ORDER ONLI 


OFRCIAL ALI OF NIPAC 
sa penn 


AT www.njpac.org 
Join the e-mail club for special offers! 


al ‘al D ® FUJIFILM 


l- oe GO-NJPAC 


= Sows 2 
_. GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE: 800-223-7565 mi pl a TTY: 877-886-5722 
OR COME TO THE BOX OFFICE AT ONE CENTER STREET, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
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Fellowship 


Heights collaboration in Clinton Hill offers 


additional affordable homes to enterprising homebuyers 


NEWARK Mayor 
Sharpe James was joined 
by a host of state and local 
dignitaries recently, as he 
cut the ceremonial ribbon 
officially dedicating 
Fellowship Heights, 
Newark’s newest afford- 
able new home communi- 
ty located in the heart of 
the city’s Clinton Hill sec- 
tion. 


“In New Jersey, 
we are 
committed to 
encouraging 
mixed-income, 
owner-occupied 
housing 
opportunities in 
our urban 
neighbohoods.” 


— Susan Bass Levin 


Mayor James had high 
praise, both for the con- 
cept and for the project, 
saying, “Fellowship 
Heights community is a 
continuation of the new 
neighborhoods popping 
up throughout our city.” 


Cited as a model for 
affordable urban housing, 
Fellowship Heights is a 
project of the Greater 
Friendship Community 
Development Corporation 
(GFCDC), an entity of the 
Greater Fellowship 
Baptist Church in 
Newark. The 29 detached 
two-famiily homes will 
each consist of a three- 
bedroom owner’s unit and 
a three-bedroom rental 
unit, and sell for $139,000 
to $147,900 to families 
who meet moderate- 
income requirements. 

“The 100% Financing 
program allows hard- 
working families to pur- 
chase a home without a 
down payment,” New 
Jersey Housing and 
Mortgage Finance 
Agency (HMFA) exec- 
utive director C. Sean 
Closkey said. 

“In New Jersey, we are 
committed to encouraging 
mixed-income, owner- 
occupied housing oppor- 


tunities in our urban 
neighborhoods,” said 
Department of 
Community Affairs 
Commissioner Susan 


MONTCLAIR 
STATE 
IUNIVERSITY | 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Montclair State University 
Upper Montclair, New Jersey 07043 


Student Center Ballrooms. 


655-4365. (Space is Limited.) 


will be 
entertainment and lots of surprises! 


on Thursday, October 31, 2002. 


The Purchasing Department at Montdair State 
University will host a Minority and Women Owned 
Business Enterprise Vendor Fair on Thursday, 
October 31, 2002 from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the 


Centified Minority andlor Women Owned Business 
Enterprises wishing to participate in this Vendor Fair 
should contact Doretha Mollett, Vendor Fair 
Coordinator, at (973) 655-4365 or via fax at (973) 


We also extend an invitation to attend this event to 
Purchasing Representatives within the Federal, State, 
County, Municipal and Corporate frameworks. There 
fefreshments, door prizes, giveaways, 


We look forward to seeing each and every one of you 


Legal Notice 


Public Housing Authortiy Auditing Firm 


The Housing Authority of the Town of Boonton is seeking proposals from 
Financial Accounting firms to Audit the financial records of the Housing 
Authority for fiscal year ending 9/30/02. Proposals should be written to 
address the following quality/merit factors shall be used by the Authority 


to evaluate proposals: 


1. Experience of Auditing Firm. 


2. Knowledge of and experience with HUD public housing 


— Photo courtesy of Fred Rosenberg 


Friendship Heights ribbon cutting ceremony. 


Bass Levin. “By part- 
nering with neighbor- 
hood-based organizations 
and private lenders we 
have been able create new 
affordable housing oppor- 


tunities for families 
throughout the State,” 
Levin said. 


The ribbon cutting took 
place at noon and also 
included remarks by 


Congressman Donald M. 


LEGALS and CLASS 


Payne, NJ Housing and 
Mortgage Finance 
Agency Executive 
Director C. Sean Closkey, 
and Dr. Niathan Allen, 
Director of Development 
for the City of Newark. 
Fellowoship Heights, 
which includes funding 
from the federal Housing 
and Urban Development 
agency’s HOME pro- 
gram, is one of several 


initiatives the President 
Bush has implemented to 
increase minority home 
ownership by 5.5 million 
by the end of the decade 
in an effort to close the 
so-called “homeowner- 
ship gap.” 

Despite increases in 
minority homeownership 
during the 1990s, less 
than half of African- 
American and Hispanic 
families own their own 
home while 74.3 percent 
of non-Hispanic whites 
are homeowners, accord- 
ing to HUD researchers. 

“Affordable new hous- 
ing in Newark has given 
new hope for growing 
familiés who need only 
the opportunity to reap 
the benefits from owning 
their own homes in quali- 
ty residential neighbor- 
hoods. Opportunity is the 
key word,” said the 
Reverend John Teabout, 
president of the GFCDC. 

“By providing quality 
housing at affordable 
prices, we also provide 
the opportunity for par- 
ents to bring up their chil- 
dren in a great home envi- 
ronment.” 


State: 


| Home Phone: 


Zip: 


I Email: 


l Card #: 


Exp. Date: 


Reverend Teabout also 
indicated that the new 
housing has enhanced the 
pride in the City that has 
been instilled by Mayor 
James’ Administration 
with the redevelopment of 
many parts of the commu- 
nity. 

“From the downtown 
business area, to Science 
Park, to the residential 
neighborhoods such as 
Fellowship Heights, 
Newark has clearly estab- 
lished its place as a great 
city in which to work, 
bring up a family and 
enjoy a fine quality of 


life,” said Reverend 
Teabout. “We at the 
Greater Friendship 


Community Development 
Corporation are proud to 
be a part of this evolu- 
tion.” 

The financing and sub- 
sidies for Fellowship 
Heights were also provid- 
ed the New _ Jersey 
Housing & Mortgage 
Finance Agency's 
UHORP Program and the 
Bank of New York. 


CALLING ALL SALES REPS 


e ARE YOU A PEOPLE PERSON?? 

o IF THE ANSWER IS YES... 
then New Jersey’s leading African American newspaper is looking for 
you! We are looking for some dynamic, motivated, outgoing sales repre- 
sentatives to join our team. 1-2 years sales experience, excellent com- 
munication and people skills required. Must be deadline and goal orient- 
ed and have reliable transportation. If you’re looking for a great way to 
increase your earning potential, then this is for you! 


Please fax or e-mail your resume to: 


973.642-5444 or 
Advertising @ Citynewsnetwork.com 


Apartment 


Newark, NJ 


Near Rutgers campus 


1 Three-Bedroom Apt. - $1,500 


Beautiful large 3 bedroom apartment 
Newly renovated, featuring brand new 
kitchen & bathroom 
Carpeting throughout 


regulations and procedures. 


3. Knowledge and experience with Financial Audits of 


£ Make check or money 
Housing Authorities 


order payable to: 
City News and mail to: 
City News, 111 Mulberry 
St., Townhouse C 
Newark, NJ 07102 
wee 


| mm am 


Public Housing Management 74 l 
Housing Choice Voucher Program159 I 
Capital Fund Program 

Community Block Grant Program I 


Propi must be to the below and must be 
received no later than 4:30 PM on Friday, November 15, 2002. There 
is a $15.00 non-refundable fee for the proposal packet. The BHA is 
an equal opportunity employer. 


Sherry L. Sims, Executive Director 
Housing Authority of the Town of Boonton 
125 Chestnut Street 

Boonton, NJ 07005 


1-1/2 months security e Water included 


$17.15 For more information, call 973-642-4400 ext. 230 
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Community 


Community movie day “Bargain 
Tuesdays” at Newark’s Screens: 
On Springfield Ave. See two 
movies for the price of one. 1:00 
p.m. — 6:00 p.m. tickets (adults for 
children), $4.00, 6:00 p.m. till clos- 
ing two adults, $7.00 and two chil- 
dren’s tickets, $4.00. For more 
info call 973-642-5555. 


In celebration of Fire Prevention 
month, fire officials and fire fight- 
ers and experts will be on-hand to 
deliver fire safety and prevention 
tips to residents. For more info call 
973-733-7446. 


Woodbridge — The Barron Arts 
Center is looking for volunteers to 
help with light office duties and 
greeting visitors. For more info 
call 732-634-0413 weekdays 
between 9:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 


College bound high school stu- 
dents wanting to take the ACT 
Assessment have two chances to 
register before the Dec.14th test 
date. The test fee is $25 and $28 
in Florida. Postmark registration 
deadline is Friday, Nov. 8th. For 
more info visit the web site, 
http://www.act.org. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 


Trenton — Gov. James E. 
McGreevey and AARP New 
glarsey-will OSta-sentorSéminar 
at the War Memorial. The topic 
will be Reestablishment of the 
Public Advocate. The session will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and include a 
complimentary lunch. There is no 
cost to participate. To RSVP call 
800-336-4040. 


Cranford — The Division of 
Economic Development and 
Continuing Education at Union 
County offers training to become 
an Oracle Certified Professional. 
For more info call 908-709-7600. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


Newark — The James Shabazz 
School Committee is hosting a 
rally to build a Muslim School in 
Newark at 12:00 p.m. For more 
info call 973-673-1764 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4 


Cranford — The Union County 
College Division of Economic 
Development and Continuing 
Education is offering courses that 
will help you prepare for the GED 
exam. For info call 908-709-7600. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 


Cranford — The Division of 
Economic Development and 
Continuing Education will be offer- 
ing advanced courses for its 
Restaurant Management Culinary 
Arts Certificate Program. For 


r 


more info call 908-709-7600. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 


Cranford — The Division of 
Economic Development and 
Continuing Education offers the 
ServeSafe Certification Program 
for those who work in the food 
industry. Call 908-709-7600 for 
more info. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7 


Newark — The Priory Restaurant 
is having its Grand Re- Opening 
at 12:00 p.m. For more info call 
201-843-5600. 


Business 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30 


Manhattan — The U.S. Postal 
Service will offer a Global Marketing 
Summit at the Direct marketing 
Association, 1120 Avenue of the 
Americas for help senior executive 
expand their business reach. The 
fee is $99. To register call 212-790- 
1500 or visit www.the-dma.org. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 


Newark — NJIT Procurement 
Center is holding a free workshop 
for small businesses on How To Do 
Business with the Federal and State 
Government from 10:00 a.m.=4:00 
p.m. For more info call 973-596- 
3105. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


Jersey City — New Jersey City 
University will offer “ Professional 
Growth” a course approved by the 
Addiction Professionais 
Certification Board of New Jersey 
from 9:00 a.m. — 4: 00 p.m. For 
more info call 201-200-3089. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 


Monroe Twp. — Pathfinder 
Consulting Group will hold a MEGA 
JOB FAIR at the Forsgate Country 
Club from 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
For more info call 732-521-0070. 


Saddie Brook — Gordon Bethone, 
CEO of Continental Airlines is the 
featured speaker at the breakfast 
meeting of the Commerce and 
Industry Association of NJ monthly 
meeting. The cost is $35 for mem- 
bers and $50 for non members. For 
information call Richard Goldberg 
at 201-368-2100. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14 


Newark — Greater Newark 
Business Development Consortium 
will host a seminar on Growing & 
Expanding Your Small Business 
from 8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. For 
more info 973-242-5560. 


Newark — Rutgers University will host a ceremony by Hannibal 
(above) on Saturday, November 2to oe the removal of civil 


tight’s icon E tt Till’s r 


sewage to a burial site more honorable to his legacy. The cere- 
mony will take place in the Multi Purpose Room of The Paul 
Robeson Center. For more info call 973-371-2442. 


ly covered in raw 


Heartbeat 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 


West Orange— The Auxiliary of 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center 
invites wine enthusiasts to join them 
for a pre- holiday Napa Valley Wine 
Tasting Event at May Fair Farms. 
Admission $40 per person. For 
more info call 973-926-7175. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4 


New Brunswick — The Robert 
Wood Johnson University Hospital 
will teach a CPR course for the gen- 
eral public at 7:00 p.m. For more 
info call 732-937-8686. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 


New Brunswick — The Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey “ Mind Body 
ll: Managing thoughts & feelings” 
workshop from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 
p.m. For more info call 732-235- 
7557. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 


Newark — Newark Emergency 
Services will commemorate its 25th 
anniversary with a champagne 
brunch at the Robert Treat Hotel fol- 
lowed by a performance at NJPAC 
of Bring In da Noise / Bring In da 
Funk staring Savion Glover. For 
more info call 973-643-5727. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 


New Brunswick — The Robert 
Wood Johnson University Hospital 
will hold a Free Breast Cancer 
Screening for women over 40 years 
of age. For info call 732-247-2050. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 


New Brunswick — The Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey will host a “ 
Nutrition during Treatment” work- 
shop from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. For 
more info call 732-235-7557. 


Artz 


ONGOING 


New Jersey’s African American 
Tour Guide, a new, colorful guide 
listing sites, attractions, museums, 
and other cultural institutions focus- 
ing on African American historic 
locations and events is available, 
free of charge from the NJ 
Commerce & Economic Growth 
Commission be calling 1-800- 
VISIT-NJ ext. 2978 or visit online at 
http://www. visitnj.org 


Newark — African Globe presents 
Music Lab every Friday through 
Dec. 20th at 7:00p.m.with special 
guest DJ’s. For more info and to 
audition, call 973-624-1584. 


Newark — NJPAC & WBGO pres- 
ents Jazz for Teens. Classes will be 
held on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. at the Lucent 
Technologies Center for Arts 
Education, located at 24 Rector St. 
All students will perform at the final 
concert in Victoria Theater on May 
17, 2003. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 


Newark — New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center will host Open Mic 
Night in the Chase Room at 7:00 
p.m. For more info call 1-888-GO- 
NJPAC. 


Newark — Luna Stage Co. presents 
“The Toe Tags: the Story of an Indie 
band who finally got their big break 
after they died” at 9:00 p.m. For 
more info call 973-744-3309. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 


Newark — The Renaissance Jazz 
Café presents Carrie Jackson & her 
Jazzin’ All Stars at 7:00 p.m. For 
more info call 973-744-2600. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 


Newark — New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center will host a book signing 
by Ernie Paniccioli and Kevin 
Powell who wrote Who Shot Ya ? at 


3:00 p.m. For more info call 973- 
353-8051. 


Newark — Rapper Chuck D will 
give a Keynote Speech in the 
Chase Room at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center at 4:00 p.m. 
For more info call 973-353-8051. 


Newark — New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center will host a Hip Hop after 
party. Admission $10. For more info 
call 973-353-8051. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 9 


Newark — African Globe 
Theatreworks will host a Gospel 
Musical at Newark Symphony Hall. 
For more info call 973-624-1584. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 


Newark — New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center presents Bring In ‘Da 
Noise Bring In Da Funk’ at 2:00 
p.m. and 8:00 p.m. For more info 
call 1-888-GO-NJPAC. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 


Livingston — Saint Barnabas 
Hospice and Palliative Care Center 
will host their first annual 


Metamorphoses” Art & Collectables 
Auctions from 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
For more info call 973-322-0130. 


TUESDAY, NOV 12, 13, 14 


Newark — Newark Symphony Hall 
presents Play: Men Cry in the Dark 
by Michael Baisden. For more info 
call 973-643-8009 or 201-507- 
8900. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 


Newark — The New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center will host will 
host the All- State Jazz Concert in 
the Victoria Theater at 7:00 p.m For 
more info call 973-353-8051. 


Religion 


ONGOING ON THURSDAYS 


Newark — The Network of 
Christian Men, Inc., in cooperation 
with the Newark Literacy 
Campaign, Inc., seeks male and 
female volunteers to tutor adults, 
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. To 
become a tutor, or to receive tutor- 
ing contact Isaac Thomas, Jr., at 
973-371-9741, or Stanley Crawford 
at 973-623-4001. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30 


Newark — The Calvary Baptist 
Church of Plainfield will celebrate 
their 150th Church Anniversary 
starting at 7:00 p.m. For more info 
call 908-561-5187. 


Mail your calendar events 
to : City News Publishing 
111 Mulberry St. TH-C 
Newark, NJ 07102 or 
Fax to 973-642-5444 
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Local Briefs 


YouthBuild Offers 
Construction Skills 


ORANGE — Hundreds of 
high school dropouts in New 
Jersey will have a chance to 
get a new start in the con- 
struction trades due to near- 
ly $2.1 million in funding 
from the federal YouthBuild 
program. The Housing and 
Urban Development program 
will provide job training, 
leadership skills and aca- 
demic schooling to low- 
income, at-risk youth. The 
Episcopal Community 
Development, Inc., in 
Newark, and the First 
Occupational Center of New 
Jersey, in Orange are 
among the local grant recipi- 
ents. 


Anti-violence bill 
moves in Senate 


TRENTON —Legislation 
Assembly Deputy Speaker 
Alfred Steel sponsored to 
permit school boards to 
acquaint students with the 
teachings of world renown 
advocates of non-violence 
was unanimously released 
recently from the Senate 
Education Committee. Bill 
A-1819 is now poised for a 
possible Senate floor vote. 


State CBT Special 
Committee named 


TRENTON — Governor 
James E. McGreevey 
recently announced the nine 
members of the Corporation 
Business Tax special com- 
mission. The commission 
seeks to promote fairness in 
corporate taxation. 


Panther Party seeks 
police officer’s firing 


IRVINGTON — The New 
Black Panther Party (NBPP) 
recently called for the dis- 
missal of a female Irvington 
police officer who allegedly 
shot at several unarmed 
neighbors, following a verbal 
argument last Memorial Day. 
DJ Lucas, one of several 
men arrested, remains 
charged with simple assault. 
Charges against the other 
males were dismissed. The 
NBPP has asked that 
charges against Lucas be 


State’s Judiciary reviewing local Newark courts 


NEWARK — At the 
request of Newark Mayor 
Sharpe James, New Jersey’s 
Judiciary will conduct a com- 
prehensive review of the opera- 
tions of the City of Newark 
Municipal Court, Judge 
Richard J. Williams, adminis- 
trative director of the courts 
announced recently. 

“Mayor James asked for the 
judiciary’s assistance in con- 
ducting a comprehensive 
review of the City Courts oper- 
ations in order to remedy prob- 
lems recently identified, partic- 
ularly in the areas of data entry 


and customer service,” Judge 
Williams said. “I appreciate 
Mayor James’ cooperation and 
his concern for building a 
strong Municipal Court in the 
City of Newark.” James met 
with Williams two weeks ago 
to discuss the matter. 

The Mayor’s request came 
after the Administrative Office 
of the Courts identified approx- 
imately 65,000 inactive tickets 
— mainly parking — that were 
more than three years old, and 
had not been paid or dismissed 
by the City. In some cases 
warrants had never been issued, 


and others had only been par- 
tially payed. 

Mayor James says the task 
force will “assist us in achiev- 
ing our shared goal of strength- 
ening the delivery of services in 
the Municipal Court System.” 

Judge Williams has formed 
a working group that will be 
charged with providing recom- 
mendations for improvements 
as expeditiously as possible. 
He has asked to be advised of 
interim measures that can be 
implemented while the group 
continues its work. The group 
will be chaired by Judge 


Burrell Ives Humphreys. 
Newark City Business 
Administrator Richard A. 


Monteilh will also serve on the 
six member force. 

“This group includes some 
of the most dedicated and 
knowledgeable people on court 
operations the state has to offer. 
I am confident that with their 
assessment and recommenda- 
tions, and with the commitment 
of the City of Newark, we can 
offer a blueprint to help 
Newark make an improved 
Municipal Court a reality,” 
Judge Williams said . 
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“PM THANKFUL MY CHECKING IS STILL FREE.” 


“Sometimes it’s the little things we have to give thanks for 
the most. Like my Washington Mutual Free Checking 
account. It’s made my life a lot easier and better. With this 
bank I’m still getting free access to tellers as well as 24 hour 
customer service, free standard online banking, free return 
of canceled checks, and I don't have to pay a fee for every 
check I write. I also like that there are no monthly fees 
whatever my balance is and no direct deposit requirements. 


dropped. The Police Officer, 
LaKizzy Carson, was due to 
face an Essex County grand 
jury last week. 


Listen, I even get a Washington Mutual Visa® Check 
Card. These folks know what they're doing. They should. 
They're a part of a family of companies that’s been around 
since 1889. Hey, I'll tell you one thing, if it weren't for my 
Free Checking account, this bird my family’s about to eat 
would be a whole lot smaller, Well, I've got some carving to 
do. Ive got to go. Give Washington Mutual a try, and I'll 
see you in this paper next time.” 


Newark get 300 little 
litter deputies 


NEWARK — Deputy 
Mayor Evelyn Williams 
recently deputized some 300 
first grade and kindergarten 
students at Camden Avenue 
School as part of a “Clean 
Sweep”, a city wide anti-litter 
and anti-graffiti campaign. 


Washington Mutual 
one HUMAN oos 


FDIC insured 


